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Dates to Remember 

 

December9—Early Dismissal 

December 16—All ticket stubs 

and $$ for Painterly Palettes to 

be turned in 

December 17, 18—Weather 

Days 

December 21, 22—Weather 

Days 

December 23-31—Winter 

Break 

January 1—New Year’s Day 

Janurary 4—School resumes 

January 6—Early Dismissal 

January 18– Martin Luther 

King Day—schools closed 

January 20—Early Dismissal 

January 22—Planning Day 

―Mini Conference‖ at Cummer 

 

 

Snap Shots and Challenges— 

 

 

challenge. How do you engage 

this student other than to let 

him or her strike the pose of 

head down on a stack of books? 

     Teachers, no matter what the 

academic, all face this chal-

lenge. Sometimes, it takes a 

“hook” in order to reach that 

one student who’d rather sleep 

in class. What do you do to 

challenge that student? 

     I realize it is easier to be on 

the outside looking in, making 

these observations and asking 

the questions. Teachers are 

called upon to teach to every 

child; to awaken a part that has 

either been stilled or never 

tapped.  

     Although it is rewarding to 

see talented students move on 

to greater success, I often won-

der if it is not more rewarding 

when you have been able to 

make a difference in that stu-

dent who was your greatest 

challenge? 

     As I stated earlier, it has 

been a privilege to come into 

your classrooms. I look forward 

to coming into many more 

throughout the school year. 

Will I be looking for the typical  

things noted in this article? Of 

course. But most importantly, I 

will be seeking out students 

who can talk to me about art 

and seeing that all students are 

engage in the process. 

   Jack E. Matthews 

District Specialist,                

Visual Arts 

The Visitor In Your Room— 

     Many times, someone may 

come into your room, looking 

for “evidence of good teaching” 

by means of noticing the “look 

fors”. Just by seeing those 

things posted (or not) does not 

mean quality learning is not 

taking place. Are students ques-

tioned? Are teachers asked 

about particular information, 

especially if something is about 

to be checked off as not being 

present? 

     Differentiated instruction? 

Other than looking at how you 

would address teaching to a 

student with special needs such 

as one who is physically im-

paired or one whose English is 

a second language, I see D.I. as 

being a process by which stu-

dents are working at their own 

pace; some moving on ahead to 

the next part of the lesson or 

ready to begin a new one. Art 

teachers already function in this 

manner.  

Facing Your Biggest       

Challenge— 

     On an equal platform as 

wanting to know that a student 

can discuss the process of cre-

ating, I am just as concerned 

with how the teacher engages 

students. We all know not 

every student in the class signs 

up to take art because it is their 

passion to do so. Quite the con-

trary, many are placed in your 

class because there are no other 

places to put them. These stu-

dents represent your biggest 

     I have had the privilege of 

going out to middle and high 

schools for team visits the last 

few months. During these visits 

we are doing “snap shots”; a 

brief view of what is happening 

in Duval County classrooms.  

     Many of the classes I have 

visited have word walls up,  

Elements and Principals of 

Design posted, classroom man-

agement expectations (ie: 

CHAMPS) listed, and Stan-

dards throughout the room. 

     When approaching students 

and asking them about the 

Standard connected to the les-

son, I find many cannot re-

spond. But I have to ask myself  

“Is it more important for a stu-

dent to recite a standard or ex-

plain to me the application 

process for what he or she is 

doing or the why of it?” If you 

are like me, you believe it is the 

latter. 

     In almost every classroom 

situation, word walls are pre-

sent (some more creatively 

displayed than others). Regard-

less of the word wall, I want to 

know that a student can intelli-

gently discuss the process and/

or what is being learned using 

art vocabulary to express them-

selves. Is the Standard impor-

tant? Of course; to a degree. 

Introducing the student to the 

significance of the Standard in 

relation to the lesson is always 

a good way to start every les-

son. Therefore, I urge you to 

include it in the process. 

 

“Christmas Memories” 

Jack Matthews 
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     Community Awards go to: 

First Place—Susie Tolbert 

Second Place—Pine Forest 

Third Place—Merrill Road 

Honorable Mention— R.L. 

Brown 

Monetary awards are in the 

amounts of $500, $300, $150, 

$50 respectively. 

Monetary award winners will 

be recognized during the Janu-

ary School Board Meeting. 

hibit. The juried awards go to: 

First Place—Merrill Road 

Second Place—Susie Tolbert 

Third Place—Whitehouse 

Honorable Mention—Chaffee 

Trail 

Merit Award Winners— 

Abess Park, Brentwood, Cen-

tral Riverside, Enterprise, 

Greenfield, Hyde Grove, 

Mayport, Neptune Beach, 

Pine Forest, and West Jax,  

    This year’s quilt project was 

based on the book “The Sunsets 

of Miss Olivia Wiggins”. The 

quilts submitted were an array 

of sunsets and flowers and truly 

made a fantastic display. The 

DCPS Visual Arts Department 

wishes to thank each teacher 

who submitted a quilt during a 

very busy part of your school 

year. Furthermore, we appreci-

ate the time given by Maureen 

Ritter and several members of 

the Quilters’ Association for 

jurying and installing the ex-

teachers and students who cre-

ated these fantastic 

images: 

Patricia Beach/

Samuel Wolfson 

Erica Gallo/          

William Raines 

Anne Jacques/   

Robert E. Lee 

Traci Mims-Jones/

Jean    Ribault      Artistic talents were displayed 

this past month in the form of 

murals during MidTown Cen-

tre’s “Salute to the Troops”. On 

November 14th and 15th, 4 sets 

of murals displayed as  8 x 12 

foot triptychs were on view for 

hundreds of people to see. Special 

thanks go out to MidTown Centre 

for providing the panels and 

paint. Grateful appreciation is 

extended to the high school art 

Murals at MidTown Centre— 

     Many art teachers volun-

teered to man tables and set up 

for the event. Top on this list 

was the DATA Board. Teach-

ers who created pieces of art 

and those who donated their 

own artwork for both the silent 

and live auctions are greatly 

appreciated. Furthermore, our 

own Superintendent of Schools 

Ed Pratt-Dannals made an-

other contribution of one of his 

photographs to help the cause. 

Representing the School Board 

Members was the Honorable 

Martha Barrett who has sup-

ported this event every year 

with her presence, monetary 

gifts to our scholarship fund, 

and her MANY purchases of 

interesting art pieces! 

A very special thanks must go 

out to Trish Beach (Wolfson 

High School) for designing all 

invitations, posters, and flyers 

for the event, obtaining FREE 

printing, and creating the 

“fabulous” power point that ran 

throughout the evening. 

Next year’s Fete? Yes, we are 

already planning it. Be expect-

ing more information in coming 

months and requests for your 

assistance.  

By all standards, the “Fabulous 

Florida Flamingo Fete” was suc-

cessful. At this present writing, 

the actual dollars raised is not 

known. People came in a variety 

of dress to include boas and pink 

sequined flamingo sweaters.  

There are too many people to 

thank although, it is necessary to 

mention the following: 

Barbara Langley, Rebecca 

Lambert, and Stephanie Bond 

of the Schultz Center and Chart-

wells. DATA was provided Gen-

try Halls B and C at no charge 

and Chartwells went far beyond 

what was expected to make sure 

the food and beverages were A-

Number-One.   

FLAMINGO FETE THANKS AND APPRECIATION— 

Susie Tolbert Elementary 

(more images on page 4) 

Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals 
and                                       

School Board Member            
Martha Barrett 
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CELEBRATIONS!!! 

SPOTLIGHT on Art Educators—Patricia Beach 

Fall Show. Trish was commis-

sioned to make a set of altar 

hangings for Kings College 

Chapel in Aberdeen, Scotland 

where she spent this past 

Thanksgiving. Her daughter, 

Kirsten, is presently in her last 

year attending the University of 

Aberdeen majoring in Cultural 

History and minoring in Music. 

Kirsten has the lead role of 

Suzanna in “The Marriage of 

Figaro” this year. 

Trish has done much to help 

other art teachers, leading work-

shops for DATA and FAEA. She 

has also helped DATA tremen-

dously with its communications 

through technology (DATA has 

a website “Fresh Paint”) and tri-

fold brochures. The brochures as 

well as “Save the Date” post-

cards, posters, and a large ban-

ner for DATA were all created at 

no charge thanks to Trish’s keen 

since of looking for businesses 

that wish to help educators. We 

are very fortunate to have Trish 

on our team! 

Bachelor of Art Education 1976 

Masters Degree 1981 both from 

Jacksonville University.      

National Board Certification 

2002 

Trish has taught at every level, 

including College. She presently 

teaches at Woflson High School 

where she graduated in 1972. 

Trish is known more as a fiber 

artist. She recently had work 

accepted for the First Coast 

Portfolio Exhibit and has a 

piece on display in the DATA 

 
Palma Gilder (Normandy Village Elementary) in the death of her daughter, Gabby 

Ina DeGram (Enterprise Learning Academy) in the death of her father, November 3, 2009 

Miriam Provisero (Mandarin HS) is expecting a baby in April 

The following  schools had winners in the annual Truancy Poster Contest:  Elementary Division 

1st: Whitehouse 2nd: Pine Forest 3rd: Neptune Beach; Secondary Division 1st: LaVilla 2nd: 

Twin Lakes 

Robert E. Lee HS was highlighted in a segment on School Matters, focusing on a student in Anne 

Jacques’ class. 

Trish Beach, Joel Beaman, Deborah Buttner, Barry Croasmun, Susan Fritts, Tom Huber, 

and Pat Sadler had work selected for the First Coast Portfolio Exhibit at MOCA-Jacksonville 

In Our Thoughts— 

JANUARY ―MINI-CONFERENCE‖ 

teachers will have the ability to 

sign up for as many as five 

workshops. Some will be hands

-on while others will be special 

interest sessions.  All informa-

tion for the workshops will be 

posted online for teachers to 

register via the Schultz Center. 

Be looking for more details in 

the coming weeks. 

     Plans are underway for the 

second annual “Mini-

Conference”. The January 22nd 

Planning Day will take place at 

the Cummer Museum from 8:00

-3:00. As with last year’s event, 

Several of our friends and co-workers have lost family members in the recent 

months. With the onset of the holidays, this can be a very difficult time for 

them. Let us all keep these people in our hearts and our prayers. May wonder-

ful memories of loved ones and the support of family and friends see them 

through.  

May all of you have a very happy and restful holiday! Bless you all!  

             Jack 



 

#3001 

6th Floor—Fine Arts Department 

“I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the 

bone structure of the landscape—the 

loneliness of it, the dead feeling of winter. 

Something waits beneath it, the whole 

story doesn’t show”. 

- Andrew Wyeth 

 

 

Phone: 904-390-2677 

Fax: 904-390-2260 

E-mail: matthewsj@duvalschools.org   

 

ART LAB: 2924 KNIGHTS LANE EAST 

              JACKSONVILLE, FL 32216 

PHONE:  732-5123 
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 Winning Quilts—(continued from pg 2) 

 

Merrill Road Elementary 

R.L. Brown Elementary 

Whitehouse Elementary 

Chaffee Trail Elementary 

Pine Forest Elementary 


